
Stitching Your ST Program
to the Blogosphere

Douglas J. Hughes, CST, CSFA, CSA, CRCST, BAS

San Joaquin Valley College, Fresno, CA

doug.hughes@sjvc.edu



Download the Presentationé



Objectives

ÅDefine blog and 

related terminology

ÅDiscuss the various 

uses for blogs and 

how they can relate to 

surgical technology 

programs



Objectives

ÅProvide related 

statistics to establish 

the effectiveness and 

usefulness of blogs

ÅDescribe the 

differences between 

blogs and regular 

websites

ÅDefine our target 

audience



Objectives

ÅIdentify the benefits of 

creating and 

maintaining an ST 

program blog

ÅLearn how to 

construct and start 

your own surgical 

technology program 

blog in a matter of 

minutes



Website Quiz..

ÅHow many of you have websites for your ST 

programs?

ÅIf not, why not?

ïToo complicated

ïToo expensive

ïThe school or institution already has a website

ïOther?



Solution

ÅBLOG!

ïCheap, easy, informative, & fun



So what is a blog anyway?

ÅñFrom Web log. A blog is basically a journal that is available on 

the web. The activity of updating a blog is blogging and 

someone who keeps a blog is a blogger.ò
Å Houston HP Computer Repair

ÅñA weblog is a hierarchy of text, images, media objects and 

data, arranged chronologically, that can be viewed in an HTML 

browser.ò
Å Harvard Law

ÅñA frequent, chronological publication of personal thoughts and 

Web links.ò
Å Crucial Marketing

ÅAll blogs and their interconnections make up the blogosphere.



Wikipediaé

ÅóA blog is a website in which items are posted on a regular 

basis and displayed in reverse chronological order. The term 

blog is a shortened form of weblog or web log. Authoring a 

blog, maintaining a blog or adding an article to an existing 

blog is called ñbloggingò. Individual articles on a blog are 

called ñblog posts,ò ñpostsò or ñentriesò. A person who posts 

these entries is called a ñbloggerò. A blog comprises text, 

hypertext, images, and links (to other web pages and to 

video, audio and other files). Blogs use a conversational 

style of documentation. Often blogs focus on a particular 

ñarea of interestò, such as Washington, D.C.ôs political 

goings-on. Some blogs discuss personal experiences.ô



So what is a blog anyway?

ÅAccording to Googleôs 

Blogger.comé

ÅñA blog is a personal 

diary. A daily pulpit. A 

collaborative space. A 

political soapbox. A 

breaking-news outlet. 

A collection of links. 

Your own private 

thoughts. Memos to 

the worldò 



Blogging Background

Å 1994 ïFirst ñweb journalò started by college student Justin Hall.

Å 1997 ïOnline diarist Jorn Barger coins the term ñWeblogò for ñlogging the 

Web.ò

Å 1999 ïProgrammer Peter Merholz shortens ñWeblogò to ñblog.ò

Å 1999 ïFirst blog portal launched with 50 listed blogs.

Å 1999 ïBlogger creates first free public blogging platform.

Å 2002 ïFirst major blogs are introduced.

Å 2003 ïGoogle launches ñAdSenseò to advertise on blogs.

Å 2004 ïMerriam-Webster declares ñblogò the ñWord of the Year.ò

Å 2005 ïStudy finds that 32 million Americans read blogs.

Å 2006 ïThe launch of Twitter, one of the first "micro-blogging" communities 

that allows user to publish and receive short posts via the Web, text 

messaging, and instant messaging.

Å 2007 ï112 million blogs tracked world wide.



Statistics

ÅOver 133,000,000 blogs indexed since 2002

Å77% of internet users read blogs

Å60% of readers are ages 18-44

Å72% of blogs exist to share expertise

Å53% of Bloggers are interested in attracting new 

clients from blogging

Å56% of blogs have helped to establish companies 

and individuals as leaders in their industry

Å58% of organizations and individuals are better 

known because of their blogs



ÅSo why not just build a regular website??

ïWhatôs the difference?



Websitesé

ÅStatic

ïñ1 : exerting force by reason of weight alone without 

motion

2 : of or relating to bodies at rest or forces in 

equilibrium

3 : showing little change

4 : characterized by a lack of movement, animation, or 

progressionò
ïMerriam Webster

ÅProvide descriptions of products and services

ïBasically an online brochure



Websites vs. Blogs

Whatôs the difference?

Dynamic vs. Static

But isnôt a blog still a 

website?

ÅBlogs areé

ïMore reliant on fresh 

content

ïMore easily updated and 

maintained

ïBetter adapted to a target 

audience

ïAble to be followed by 

users and fans

ïAble to be built and 

published by ñnewbiesò

ïVery inexpensive (free!)



Wave of the Future

ÅBlogs have 

revolutionized media 

and information 

sharing

ÅBenefits:

ïQuick

ïEasy

ï Information Sharing

ïLinks

ï Inexpensive (often free)

ïAccess to organization news 

and info

ïSearch engine friendly

ïKeep users informed and 

updated

ïUser comments

ï2 way conversations



Bloggers

ÅTechnical

ïIndustry Specialists

ÅGenre

ïNews, political, media

ÅIndividuals

ïCelebrities, private 

persons, families

ÅCorporations

ïDisney, Google, NBC

ÅGovernment Agencies



Why start an ST program blog?

ÅWhy NOT! ÅKeep students, friends, and 

family connected in real 

time

Å Instant publishing

ÅPost project and homework 

updates

ÅConnect to the community 

through followers and 

blogrolls

ÅAnswer questions about 

your program ïñDynamic 

FAQò

ÅShow the world what we do



Why start an ST program blog?

ÅYou can also use 

your blog during 

your course 

curriculum to 

encourage 

feedback, 

conversation, and 

collaboration 

regarding a project, 

assignment or idea.



Websites vs. Blogs



Create Your Own Blog

ÅBlogs are a great way to keep in contact with

ïStudents

ïFriends and Family

ïGeneral Public

ïOther Programs

ïWorking Professionals

ïFacilities/Clinical Sites

The benefits are only limited by your imagination and creativity!



Blog Ideas

ÅInitiate group topics 

and conversations

ÅShowcase student 

performance

ÅPost pictures of your 

students

ïClinicals, lab, awards, 

graduation

ÅPost relevant videos

ïCreate your own, or 

link to others

ÅNews and 

announcements

ÅStudent posts 
ï Student generated content

ÅInvolve friends and 

family

ÅScrapbook - Yearbook

ÅReach out

ïProspective students

ïOther programs

ïWorking professionals



Create an Active Learning 

Community

ÅUse blogrolls to 

connect to other 

programs and use 

feeds to monitor 

content on other ST 

program blogs in order 

to unite programs 

throughout the 

country.

ÅSee what others are 

doing!!



Getting Started

ÅThereôs nothing to itéÅWhat you need:

ïRudimentary computer 

skills

ïDigital camera

ïInternet connection

ïA couple of hours a 

month for updates



Getting Started

1. Choose a platform

2. Register

3. Choose blog name

4. Read online tutorial

5. Establish user settings

1. Theme

2. Layout

3. Content

4. Other settings

6. Publish with dashboard

7. Share



Platforms

ÅEach blog platform provides:

ïAll the tools you need online

ÅTemplates

ÅLayouts

ÅApplications

ÅWidgets

ÅEditing Software

ÅPublishing Tools

ÅAnd much moreé



Platforms

ÅC-Net Top 5

ïBlogger

ïWordpress

ïTypepad

ïTripod

ïSquarespace



Get Started With Blogger

ÅVisit 

www.blogger.com

ÅSelect ñCreate a Blogò

ÅCreate a Google 

account or sign in

http://www.blogger.com/


Get Started With Blogger

ÅName your Blog and 

create an address

ÅChoose a template


